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BLOOMUHOUSUE

PROJECTS
A Note from the Producers
Welcome to Contemporary Communication presented by Bloomhouse Projects.

Bloomhouse Projects curate and -cultivate unique and memorable artistic
collaborations across Western Australia. Working alongside established early career
and emerging artists from across the creative spectrum including Performing Arts +
Visual Arts. Thank you for joining us on this journey.

This is our first project of 2023 and we are thrilled to have such an amazing team on
board. Daniella and Jenna first spoke back in mid 2022 to spark an idea and see
what they could create. As the weeks went on, the cast was built and more ideas
were coming to the table.

After many one-on-one phone calls, video calls and emails, we met virtually as a
team across 4 different time zones to fleshed out ideas and discussion points to
bring Contemporary Communication to life. What did we want to offer our
audience? What are our goals and what were all of our experiences of
communication?

This project has been very collaborative and all artists have been equally
contributing to the concept, not only with repertoire choices and content
development but also the process of rehearsing in new ways and how to navigate
efficient ways to work together in the space.

We look forward to what is next for Bloomhouse Projects as we continue to grow
and create.

With our best wishes
- Daniella Sicari & Karl Brown.
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Contemporary Communication.

Contemporary Opera communicated through sound, singing and signing.
Learning to Listen. Miscommunication. Being Heard.

In Opera we associate communication with hearing and feeling. We sing in many
different languages yet there is an incredible sense of receiving the story through
acting and expression. As an audience, we add another dimension to this; while we
perceive what a character is going through, we add our own experiences. We relate
and show empathy so we can understand the story at a deeper level. We use
surtitles to try to clarify what’s happening on stage and avoid miscommunication
but even with this effort, it sometimes loses nuanced moments that don’t quite
translate.

There are many ways to communicate: verbal, written, harmony and non-verbal
such as movement. The most common form of communication is verbal, and
English is the most spoken language in the world. If this is your primary way to
converse, chances are you have experienced things like music, theatre,
conversations and TV with the privilege of hearing and understanding. There aren’t
many incentives to have to learn anything else.

What happens if you take away the words completely and focus on just the
harmony? What happens if you focus on a nonverbal expression such as signing?
How do we empathise, understand and connect with stories and characters?
Contemporary Communication invites all ‘voices’ to be equally received by the
audience and welcomes the human right to participate.
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PROGRAM
STRAVINSKY
No Word from Tom from The Rake’s Progress

Jenna Robertson/Drisana Levitzke-Gray/Lochlan Brown

BERNSTEIN
O Happy We from Candide

Bella Marslen/Drisana Levitzke-Gray/Lochlan Brown

MENOTTI
Hello, O Margaret it’s you from The Telephone

Bella Marslen/Drisana Levitzke-Gray/Lochlan Brown

STRAUSS
Sein wir wieder gut from Ariadne auf Naxos
Lochlan Brown

DVORAK
Song to the Moon from Rusalka
Drisana Levitzke-Gray/Lochlan Brown

HEGGIE

Eve Song

IV - Listen Jenna Robertson/Lochlan Brown
[l - Even Bella Marslen/Lochlan Brown
lll - Good Drisana Levitzke-Gray/Lochlan Brown

TRADITIONAL arr. ROBERTON
Fidgety Bairn
Jenna Robertson/Lochlan Brown

PREVIN
You’re Gonna Hear from Me

Bella Marslen/Drisana Levitzke-Gray/Lochlan Brown

MILLER-HEIDKE with additional music from GRANDAGE
Where from The Rabbits

Jenna Robertson/Drisana Levitzke-Gray/Lochlan Brown



ARTISTS

Jenna Robertson

Scottish-Australian soprano Jenna Robertson is based

on Wangerriburra Country, Gold Coast Hinterland, QLD.
From 2010-2021, she performed fourteen leading operatic
roles across WA, NSW and QLD and appeared as a soloist
with orchestras and festivals Australia-wide.

Jennais also engaged in the creation of new works as a
singer, writer, creative director and producer across opera
, music and film. Her new chamber opera Spirit Orphan
continues its development and her short film about the project, directed by Salvador
Cantellano, has become an internationally award-winning film, screened and awarded
in Australia, USA and UK. In 2021, she was commissioned by World Science Festival
Brisbane to co-direct, write and perform in Return to Planet Earth, a sold-out
immersive multimedia work for families. In 2022, her debut solo work Endless Universe
(conceived, written, directed and co-performed by Jenna) premiered at the Sir
Thomas Brisbane Planetarium. 2023 will see the release of her debut album
Unravelling the Voice.

Jenna is a Doctor of Musical Arts candidate at the Queensland Conservatorium Griffith
University, a 2021 Australia Council for the Arts Future Leader and a devoted Life
Coach and Mentor for Creatives and Leaders. To learn more about Jenna visit
Www.jennarobertson.com

Drisana Levitzke-Gray

Drisana is a proud Deaf young woman from Perth,
Western Australia. A staunch and passionate advocate
and activist, Drisana was the recipient of the Young
Australian of the Year Award in 2015 and the youngest
person to be inducted into WA's Women Hall of Fame.
Having led a vivid life across the globe, she loves
acquiring sign languages and connecting with people
through their life experiences.

Drisana fondly remembers growing up loving music, dancing and performing lyrics in
Auslan. She recently performed for Warner Music Australia and the Melbourne Fringe
Festival. A strong believer in authentic representations without any labels,
expectations, and stigmas, Drisana explores what it truly means to be herself in the
mainstream entertainment world.


http://www.jennarobertson.com/

Lochlan Brown

Lochlan Brown is a pianist, composer and conductor
from Perth. Currently based in Amsterdam, his recent
conducting appearances include Candide at the
Lithuanian National Opera and a world premiere Anansi
at the Dutch National Opera. He is also guest music staff
at Opera Zuid and Reisopera in the Netherlands.

Lochlan became interested in vocal repertoire when
Patricia Price encouraged him to accompany the voice
students at WAAPA. Hooked on song and opera, he won the Art Song Perth Evelyn and
Ralph Thompson Memorial Scholarship in 2012 which helped him attend the Lisa
Gasteen National Opera School in Brisbane and later joined the WA Opera Young
Artists as a Bendat Scholar in 2013-14. In 2015, Lochlan moved to New York to pursue
studies in Orchestral Conducting at Mannes School of Music and he spent summers at
the Miami Music Festival as a repetiteur and assistant conductor. For the 2018-2019
season, Lochlan took the position of Maestro Collaboratore at the Rome Opera and
the following season he joined the Dutch National Opera in Amsterdam. As a pianist,
Lochlan has appeared in recitals at Carnegie Hall and the Concertgebouw, as well as
on Dutch television and radio, including Podium Witteman and Mondo.

This year, Lochlan will conduct performances of Offenbach’s Orphée aux Enfers in the
Netherlands and will return to the Trentino Music Festival in Italy to conduct a
production of Suor Angelica. He will also coach a third season of the successful Dutch
TV competition spectacle, “ARIA”, where young opera singers compete for a place in
the National Opera Studio.

Bella Marslen- Emerging Artist

Born in Perth, Western Australia, Bella began her love
for classical voice in 2010 when she was selected to
sing in the children's chorus for West Australian
Opera’s Pagliacci. The experience of being
surrounded by glorious operatic voices inspired her
to consider a career in Classical Performance, which
she has pursued ever since. Bella’s formal tuition
began successfully, with winning first prize in the
2017 Royal Overseas League Junior Singing Award W <2
Competition, followed by the 2017 WAAPA Friends of the Academy 1st Year Singing
Prize. In the final year of her Bachelor Degree, Bella was awarded the 2020 Royal
Overseas League Art Song Prize, the 2020 Opera Lovers Aria Competition First Prize,
and the 2020 Dame Mary Gilmore Award for the highest graduating Female Classical
Voice student at WAAPA. Since graduating, Bella has taken on her first principal role as
“Lauretta” in Freeze Frame Opera’s 2021 production of Gianni Schicchi, and is
currently taking part in the West Australian Opera 2022/2023 Young Artist Program.




Connection to Communication

“In 2021, | had the privilege of being in space with Apalech man Tyson Yunkaporta
(author of Sand Talk, How Indigenous Thinking Can Change The World). In that session,
while we talked about the evolution of our Australian society and the human species,
his words stayed with me. He said the solution was relationality: the art of relating and
connecting to other living beings. Especially those who are different to us in many
ways. And we talked about how urgent this is. So when Dani asked me to lend my voice
to a project that highlights the way humans relate to one another, and she asked me in
a way that respected my own agency, it was a big yes. To align my human voice and
creative practice with this project is a privilege. | sing every note in this project as a
vessel for this message."

- Jenna

“Sometimes you can't find the right words to express how you feel - but a meme or a
song puts it perfectly. Sometimes the perfect word has to be borrowed from another
language - Schadenfreude, chutzpah, hygge. It makes me think about "communication"
and the role of language(s). When is comprehension possible with words alone? When is
music itself the more effective language? When does gesture or dance convey the most
clarity? Especially in opera and song - which toy with the most extreme, flawed or
vulnerable corners of the soul - do we all need to speak the same language to empathise
with another's experience? Today, we're investigating what's at the core of
"communication" and what we actually need to make each other laugh, cry or think.”

- Lochlan

“As a multilingual and lover of languages, communication has always been multifaceted
for Drisana who was born Deaf and grew up in the bilingual environment with Auslan
(Australian Sign Language) as her native language, and English as her second. She has
always seen the world through a vibrant and visual lens, and that communication is
never linear nor to be approached with a one size fits all mentality. Like any other
languages, Auslan has nuances and meanings, and it is strongly tied to our community,
culture, history, traditions and beliefs. Is it possible to transport the audience with
songs, poetry, emotions and intense feelings through sign language in a way beyond all
that we’ve known and understood? (A quick answer: yes!!).”

- Drisana



THANKYOU

Oh behalf of all the creatives and producers at Bloomhouse Projects, we would
like to thank some people who have supported us. Thank you for your
encouragement, contributions, time and invaluable advice.

Thank you to our artists who have been working extremely hard over the last few
months not only on their artistic preparations but on their collaboration on this
concept recital.

Thank you to our rehearsal space partners, Alessandro Pittorino, The Marslen Family
and the State Library of Western Australia who has been a brilliant venue to work with.

Thank you to those who have shared this project on their platforms including those
who have interviews us on radio shows, socials/blogs and newspaper articles.

Thank you for Megan and the team at Clever Octopus for the amazing work they have
done on our branding.

Thank you to our Bloomhouse Projects Board Members for their ongoing support.

Thank you to Alister and the team at Old Bridge Cellars in Como for sponsoring our
wonderful bar.

Thank you to the Rotary Club of Freshwater Bay for your donation. Your contribution
goes towards our work with Emerging Artists in Bloomhouse Projects.

Thank you to Rachel McMurray and Chelsea Burns who have been leading our
operations positions this evening.

Thank you to our wonderful volunteers tonight.



MORE OPERA IN WA

Congratulations to Lost & Found Opera who have recently relaunched!

Our State company, West Australian Opera is putting on a spectacular
production of Carmen by Bizet this month.

Our friends at Freeze Frame Opera have an excellent opera event
coming up in March.

PAVAROTTI, PIAF & PAVLOVA

PRESENTED BY FREEZE FRAME OPERA

TEDDY TAHU RHODES, PAUL O'NEILL, RACHELLE DURKIN,
CAITLIN CASSIDY, LACHLAN HIGGINS, HATTIE MARSHALL AND
LUCI YOUNG

DIRECTED BY MATT WARD, MUSIC DIRECTION BY JOE LOUIS ROBINSON
LIGHTING DESIGN JERRY REINHARDT, SOUND BY ICON AV

21-23 MARCH, QUARRY AMPHITHEATRE, CITY BEACH
WWW.TRYBOOKING.COM/CFKVC




